




Fishing for People  
Our Bible story takes place in Luke 5:1-11:

     One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret preaching to a crowd of people, 
he saw two boats on the sea shore.  He got into the boat, which belonged to Simon and taught 
the crowd of people from the sea shore.  When Jesus was done teaching he told Simon  to put 
his nets into the water to try to catch some fish.  Simon had been fishing all night and had not 
caught any fish but he listened to Jesus anyway and put the net into the water.  When Simon did 
this the net became so full of fish that the net began to break.  He had to call a friend to help 
bring in the nets and the fish.  Simon was amazed by all the fish they had caught and was 
embarrassed because he knew that he was a sinful man.  He told Jesus to leave because he 
knew that he was sinful and didn’t deserve all of the fish that they had caught.  But Jesus told 
the Simon and the other men that they would become fishers of men.  When Simon and the 
other men heard this they parked their boats and left everything they had a followed Jesus.
  
Jesus tells Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John that he wants them to be fishers of men. 
That sounds pretty strange, but when you remember that Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John were actually fishermen, you realize Jesus was speaking their language.

Fishermen go out to sea to gather up fish. They use lures and bait to draw the fish in so that 
they can be caught. As Christians we don’t want to catch other people, but we do want to catch 
their attention so that we can tell them about Jesus. Like fishermen, we need bait that is 
attractive to people. Unlike fishermen, we can’t dangle worms in front of them! We need bait that 
will help people see how much Jesus loves them.
There’s no better way to draw people to Jesus than by loving others the way Jesus first loved us

We can love others by being a good friend. That means being there for our friends, being a 
helpful hand when it’s needed, and being a good listener. It also means reaching out to people 
who don’t have many friends. That takes courage, but it’s a great way to show the love of Jesus.

Loving others also means we resist the temptation to hurt others. When someone pushes us, 
we don’t push back. When people gossip, we don’t join in. When we are called names and 
made fun of, we respond with love instead of not cruel words.
People may think we are strange for doing such things. Anyone else would fight back! But we 
are not “anyone else.” We are fishers of men. We are people saved by Jesus, commanded to 
share Jesus’ awesome love with others.

A good fisherman knows that he needs a good lure to draw in the fish. Fishers of men know the 
one thing that draws people to Jesus is His love. Ask God to make you a fisher of men. Ask him 
to help you share His love with others. Then be ready to tell your friends about Jesus once you 
have their attention.


